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that come to our shores, Alipio had to earn a 
living by working tough jobs such as a cab 
driver, tailor, and factory worker. 

In 1980, after he was able to enter New 
York City’s rigid media field, his dreams finally 
became a reality. He was able to demonstrate 
his talent to popular radio stations such as: 
WBNX, WSKQ and WKDM where for the first 
time, he gained the highest ratings for an AM 
Radio Station during 1984 to 1988. Shortly 
after, the largest Hispanic radio group in the 
country, Hispanic Broadcasting Corporation 
(HBC) gains interest in Coco’s talents and 
hires him to work in various projects and pop-
ular radio shows in prime time. 

Coco is very well respected by those in the 
radio industry and also by the thousands of 
fans that listen to him on a weekly basis. He 
is a regular guest in Univision Spanish Lan-
guage Television shows such as: ‘‘Despierta 
America,’’ ‘‘Al Despertar,’’ and ‘‘Don Francisco 
Presenta.’’ 

Alipio Cabrera has received various impor-
tant awards and recognitions nationally and 
internationally. After conquering the radio and 
television industries, Mr. Cabrera decided to 
journal his triumphs in an autobiography titled 
‘‘Abriendo el Coco’’ (Opening the Coconut) 
which narrates his struggles and desire to bet-
ter himself as a professional and as a human 
being. 

His greatest achievement has been his in-
volvement with many charitable organizations. 
He was instrumental in the relief effort to as-
sist those affected by hurricane George. Again 
faced with another tragedy, Coco again be-
came involved in the relief efforts for the af-
fected areas of Hurricane Noel and Olga in 
the Dominican Republic and the many victims 
of the earthquake in Peru. Alipio is a faithful 
supporter of St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital in Memphis, TN. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in honoring and 
congratulating Alipio Coco Cabrera on his his-
toric 25th Anniversary. His dedication, commit-
ment, and joyous spirit is worthy of the highest 
commendation. As New York’s favorite Latin 
radio personalities, just a mere mention of his 
name brings a smile to all. 
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CIALIST BYERS RECEIVING THE 
ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL 
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Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time, I would like to recognize one of my 
distinguished constituents, SPC Russell W. 
Byers, who has recently been honored with 
the Army Commendation Medal from the De-
partment of the Army. 

SPC Russell W. Byers is attached to the 
Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion of the 
319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment. He 
was awarded this citation by the Secretary of 
the Army for ‘‘Meritorious service during com-
bat operations in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.’’ The award further commends Spe-
cialist Byers, stating ‘‘Your Tactical and tech-
nical proficiency, hard work and mission dedi-

cation have greatly contributed to the overall 
mission success of the task force. Your ac-
tions reflect great credit upon you, Task Force 
Panther and the United States Army.’’ 

This is Specialist Byers’ first commendation, 
and was presented to him after a one year 
tour in Iraq. Duties he performed to receive 
this high honor include being an expert on the 
Command Post of the Future (CPOF) com-
puter system, where he gathered, analyzed 
and developed vital intelligence for the Task 
Force. In addition, he gathered intelligence 
from HUMINT, prepared summarized reports 
and organized data, maintaining a complex 
database that captured all the significant 
enemy activity within the Task Force’s combat 
zone. 

In the recommendation letter for this medal, 
Specialist Byers’ superior officer wrote, ‘‘SPC 
Byers’ ability to multi-task and present infor-
mation in a clear and consistent manner is of 
the highest military standards. He is extremely 
diligent and competent in accomplishing all as-
signed tasks with little or no supervision, while 
producing dynamic results. SPC Byers leads 
the way with a ‘can do’ attitude and an out-
standing drive to go the distance, even when 
it requires him to go above and beyond his as-
signed scope of duties and responsibilities. He 
is well ahead of his peers in military bearing 
and fortitude.’’ 

I am well aware that there are thousands 
upon thousands of soldiers, airmen, Marines 
and sailors that earn prestigious citations such 
as this, but I am excited that a proud son from 
West Texas is among them. 

Congratulations SPC Russell W. Byers; you 
have served your country with distinction. I 
would like to express my gratitude on behalf of 
a grateful Nation, and especially your neigh-
bors in the 19th Congressional District. We all 
sleep well every night, knowing dedicated peo-
ple like you are defending all we hold dear. 
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Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition for Athletic Director, Dr. James 
C. Redd. On February 10, 2008, Dr. Redd 
was enshrined into the Missouri Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

Jim excelled as a student athlete throughout 
high school and college, thereby earning First 
Team Defensive Lineman and Second Team 
Offensive Tackle awards at Northwest Mis-
souri State University. After graduating with a 
double major in Physical Education and Social 
Science, Jim returned to the sidelines, this 
time as a graduate assistant at the University 
of Colorado-Boulder. Before returning to his 
alma mater as head coach of the Bearcats in 
1976, Jim earned a master’s degree in Phys-
ical Education and School Administration. 
Within three years he was selected as the 
MIAA Coach of the Year. 

In 1986, Jim decided to take a sabbatical 
from a 17-year coaching career and return to 
school, this time completing his doctorate in 
education from Oklahoma State University- 
Stillwater. 

Upon graduation, Dr. Redd returned to 
Northwest Missouri State to coordinate the 
graduate program in Health and Physical Edu-
cation, and eventually to serve as Director of 
Athletics for Northwest. In 2001, Dr. Redd re-
tired from Northwest State University. How-
ever, by May 2002 he was appointed Director 
of Athletics and Physical Education Chair at 
William Jewel College in Liberty, Missouri, a 
position he still holds. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Jim Redd, as he will be forever 
remembered for his athletic and educational 
achievements as a member of the Missouri 
Sports Hall of Fame. 
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REMEMBERING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE KHOJALY TRAGEDY 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 16th anniversary of the Khojaly 
tragedy, when on February 25–26, 1992, the 
town of Khojaly in the Nagorno Karabagh re-
gion of Azerbaijan was brutally attacked by Ar-
menian forces. The town of Khojaly, which 
was home to 7,000 people, was completely 
destroyed; a total of 613 people were killed, of 
which 106 were women and 83 were children, 
and 56 of whom are purported to have been 
killed with extreme cruelty and torture. Addi-
tionally, 1275 were taken hostage, 150 went 
missing; 487 people became disabled (76 of 
whom are teenagers); 8 families were wiped 
out; 25 children lost both of their parents, and 
130 children lost one of their parents. 

The Khojaly massacre was not an isolated 
incident. In fact, the level of brutality and the 
atrocities committed at Khojaly set a pattern of 
destruction that Armenian troops would adhere 
to for the remainder of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
War. 

No one has been prosecuted for the crimes 
committed in Khojaly and, unfortunately, the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict still remains. 

On January 21, 2008, Azerbaijan’s Foreign 
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov noted in the 
Wall Street Journal that it has been almost 14 
years since the Armenia-Azerbaijan war ended 
in a Russian-mediated ceasefire, but Arme-
nian troops remain on Azerbaijan’s territory. 

Minister Mammadyarov opined: ‘‘The so- 
called Minsk process, an OSCE-led effort to 
find a peaceful, negotiated settlement to this 
conflict, has been helpful in providing the 
framework for dialogue between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. It also gives an international di-
mension to this conflict. But we need to ur-
gently conclude this process. Maintaining the 
status quo is just too costly.’’ 

Foreign Minister Mammadyarov contends 
that diplomacy is Azerbaijan’s preferred solu-
tion. The resolution of this issue would not 
only improve bilateral relations between Azer-
baijan and Armenia, it could also improve Ar-
menia’s relationship with Turkey. 

The resolution of the conflict would ensure 
regional security and economic growth. As 
Azerbaijan looks forward, it is also important 
to look back. While not forgetting the past, 
Azerbaijan is ready to resolve the conflict and 
move into the future. 
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